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. PX 10. Line 24. dele and, in the ſame line after for, ., 

| addand, p. 14.1. 22. for Obſervations, r. Obſe- | 
crations:- p. 16.7. 25. for heat, 7. he at. p. 17.7. 10, for, 
It is not halring between God and Baa, this'it is the | | 
Bowing the Knee unto both , read it thus pointed ; It is | 
not halting between God and Baad, this; 1t is the Bow= | | 
ing the Knee unto both ; p. 18, /. 15.: After If, addT., 
f. 26.1. 1. after the word ſecure, add us; 1. 31. for | 
terming, 7. teeming. p. 27. /. 12. after the word Ninth -. 
add of; 1. 15. after the word Ninth add of.. 
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Pham. LXXII. ver. 1. 


Truly God i good unto Iſrael, even unto 
 ſuih as are of a clean Heart. 


BESS Otwithſtanding unto pious Men do free> 5,2 1. 74, ;.. 
Ln. quently occurr great Impedimentsin their :rdu#iev. 
= [J- Bs way unto future Happineſs, yet nothing 
| PRs (ufually) is more hazardous ther an un- 
NT interrupted Afﬀuenc- of outward things, 
for as when it falls upon themſelvs it is ready to flackgn 
the Reins of duty, 5 when it hghts upon thoſe whoſe 
Opinions and PraCtices declare them Prophane and De- 
bauch't, whoſe wickedneſſes meet with''a ſucceſs fata- 
ble unto their defires, then it firikes deep, and' com- 
monly raiſes thoſe ſtorms in Religion which are not 
afily calmed, and ſhakes that very foundation which 
the Religious Education of many years had laid ; For 
our own and others Experietic informs as, that-nothing 
offers more doubrs and ſcruples int Religion, then- ſuc- 
celsfull Villanies, nor gives a deeper wound unto 2 Pi- 
ous Courſe of Life, then Proſperous Impietics to ſee 
thoſe ly upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretch cthemſelvs 
upon their Couches, whoſe Oppreſſions have wrung ſo 
many rears from others, to find an Impious Wretch 
without _—_ Poſkfling his Neighbors Vineyard : 
Laſtly, to ſee thoſe eat the Lambs out of the Flock, | 
and the Calvs out of the midſt of the Seall, which they ©" E465 
had: taken from thoſe that are ready to ftarv, _ 
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after all this to ſee ſuch Violenc dy in Peace, and.qui. 
etly laid in its Tomb. To ſee (Ifay) all this and 
much more, may prove an high Temptaticn to the Beſt, 
and Encouragement for the Prophane to deny a God, 
and doth uſaally) deſtroy,more*then the\greateſt care 
can preſerv. This the good” Pſa/mift gives us in this 
Pſalm a full account of trom his own Example, who 
althohe had the'Occurrences- of fuch Troubles as coſt 
him many a tear (ſo many as ſometimes to water his 
Couch therewith ) yet they- could: never chang the 
ſoundneſs of his Judgment concerning God, and his 


| Providene, whereas he aſcertains us Here, that alook- 
. log back upon that lofty and fortunateState,that wicked 


Men undiſturbedly enjoy, : gave him ſome - Aſtoniſh- 


 ment;:; I fay, ſuch a-refle&tion .made_ him almoſt.loſe 


his ſtanding, and his-toot-ſteps'had well nigh Tlipt.' If | 
this Temptation preſt the P/a/mi/? ſo hard, -as to: ſay, 
Yerily 1 have cleanſed my Heart in vain, and waſhed 
my Hands in Innocency, we have no reaſon to find fault 
with Him, for putting -up Tabalam poſt naufragium , 
and out of a.true ſenſe of the greatneſs of the Delivery,; 
particularly to declare:the hazard and ſharpnels of the. 
Adventure. With how much exaCtneſs do's he deſcribe; 
thoſe Shelvs, and Rocks againſt which he was like to: 
have ſplit his Veſſel. And how: thankfully do's he 
point;;out thoſe Quickſands, . wherein he had almoſt, 
Shipwrack't both his Faith and Conſcienc. AndLaſt-. 
ly, with how.great a Triumph do's he Peana: concin-: 
zere, ſing a V i&torious *tmvizoy, to that fortunate Star, 
that was his Auſpicious Guide, and ConduQor for dis; 
reQ.og, and bringing him ſafe to his:defired - Haven,, 
and - Harbor! How. willingly do's-he own his brutiſh 
Folly, and Ignoranc, how thankfully do's he kiſs that 
hand that led him out of that Labyrinth, and being, 
full of thanks emptys himſelt into an, Introduction = 
is 


his Diſcours, which a ſenſe of God's goodneſs Pathe® 
tically forced him unto, and from thoſe uſeful Occur*: 
rences''to conclude a tra and comfortable Propoſition;; 
Truly God is good unto Iſrael, even unto ſuch as are of 


Clea a {1 - abhrapr. SeF. II. The - 
a Clean' Heart, The words ate a kind of- abrupt. Pro- NG 


poſition, . whereby the Prophet by a wha (Which jon of the 
1 


is very uſual in —_ Scripture) ſuppre 
flits.of the Fleſh and Spirit, and ſuddenly recoverin 

himſelf -from'thoſe difficulties he lay under, propaunds 
this concluſion, and affirms, that. how. ſorely ſfoever 
the. Calamities of this World -preſs God's People; yet 
his- Goodneſs is always | —_— with them for- their 
.Comforr, Help and Aſſiſtanc., So then the general 
meaning and import of theſe words ſeems to be this; 
that it 15 a_certain and infallible Truth, that God is 
not only Juſt and Faithful, 'but[Gracious and'Kind unro 
every tru, ſincere-hearted, upright Man ;:. For ?ruly God 
is good. unto Iſrael, even unto ſuch as . are of a Clean 
Heart. Which words contain in-them theſe three Parts. 
(1. A general.Propoſition ; 7raly God is good: Where - 
we have E/ohim,” the Almighty God- mentioned with - 
his Activ, Relativ Goodnels. { 2.* An ObjeR, anda: 
Qualification ;.in reſpe of: God an OvjeR - in reſpect 
of as a Qualification. (1.) Then in reſpe&t of  Gad 
an Object ; and ſo it is indefinitely . expreſſed :by . the | 
word 1ſrael, God is good unto Iſrael.. 2.) A Quali»- 
fication in reſpect of Us, and under that an -Aſſignatie 
on-of conditions under which the general . Propoſition - 
holds good, all are not Ifrael, that are of Iſrael ; ſo 
all are not Chriſtians, that are called Chriſtians, bur it 
is ſuch, and ſuch only as are of a Clean Heart: And in 
this we have ( 1.) A Quality appropriate to the Church; 
and unto every particular member. thereof, Cleanneſs, 
Purity, or Holineſs. (z.) With its Subject, the Heart ; 


and there we ſhall enquire. ( 1.) Why that alone, and. 
| nothing , 


ng the con- werd;, 


te"  _ MH 
els is fed. (2.), Whether that alone be 
enough, ſaſhcient. . (3) We ſhall conſider them 
both together in-both ſenfes of the Word, as a fi 
. and as an undefiled Heart. In-each of which'E ſhall, 
as I proceed, view all the feveral = oppoſed to ei 
ther notion of cleanneſs, and ſee far each one of 
them, or all put together remove us from any inter. 
eſt in the Lord's goodneſs, which is the natural applj. 
cation of each- Part. (3.) Here is a pathetical Aſſt 
veration, 7raly; which fignifics the truth and certai 
of the thing ſpoken of, recommending the. belief of 
it to others. Theſe are the feveral Parts of the Text; 
or theſe in their Order: I have formerly Preached up. 
on the Text in this place, and then ſpoke to the firſt 
rome: Head, which I will not now make any Re 
ections upon, leſt I ſhould be kindred in what I de 
fign to deliver at this time : Come we therefore unto the 
next general Part of my Text. | 
Se2.UILThe 24. © Secondly, An Object and a Qualifccation ; in reſpe& 
general, .Psr- of God an ObjeR, in reſpe&t of Us a Qualification. 


indefinitely e by the Word rac, God is god 
to {ſrael ; So then the Object of God's Relativ Goodnets 


verour, or one that asa Prince prevails with God, and 
us the Patriarch Jacob is called, and this Name was 
given him by God, as a Title of Honor and Dignity, 
Gen. XXXII. 28. And he ſaid thy Name ſhaſl be called 
»o more Jacob but lirael, for as a Prince baſÞ thou power 
with God, and with Man, and haſt prevaited. (2.) 
The word /{-ael is taken for all the Pofterity of the 
Patriarch Faces, to which ſignification thoſe Phraſes 
of the Holy Scripture in the New Teſtament which 
occur concerning Ifrael: are ts be referred, for altho 
they ſeem to refer to the Jews rather then to the = 
E11tcsS 


Generize1.s Firſt then in reſpet of God an Object, and ſoit is * 
Objeft. 


is Iſrael; (z.) Then the word /ſrae/ fignifies a Cons 
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(s) 
| , . . . 
cites of the Ten Tribes, yot notwithfanding in Holy 
| [re got improperly referred to both x be- 
e upon their Tranſportation TIT Iſrg- 
. Wits of che Ten'Tribes were commixed with the Jews, 
ad the Twelve Tribes of Ifracl, to whom our bleſſed 
Ywiour was ſent, are underſtood in this ſenſe by the 
liſts: and. Apoſtles. And likewiſe the whole 
ple of God |is made; up-of the Iſrael, or Poftericy 
ofthe Patriarch Jaco5z:and the Nation that believed 
n the Meſſiah then exhibited. (3.) The word is ac- 
 y for the adoption or affiunption of any Nation 
ia to.be God's peculiar People, or for tuch as 
gentred-inta a-Stipulation, dr Covenant with God, 
choſen him to betheir God, and He a them 
for his People ; and in this ſenſe the tru Itrael have 
kycral Titles in- Haly Scripture, for. they are called 
he:defire af Gads:Soul, the Houſe of i the Ele&. 
{God,:{or the choſen Nation) the People of God's 
- Mhberitanc, the People of God (the People of the God 
i Abrabam) "Ay©- x, AeQ- a9-, the Holy and the 7-0. +4. 
reliar People of God, the People whom God hath 
chaſed: with his own-Blood, an Holy Nation, a Na- 
tan whoſe God is the: Lord, = portwn and the poſ- 
eion of God, the Fi ſt-fruits 'of the: encreaſe: of God, 
te Firſt-born of God, a Royal Pricſt-hood, the-Sce 
ktof God's Heritage, the Servants of God, the Tri 
fthe Inheritanc ot the Gad of. Facob, the Vine-yard 
God, and the Anointed of the Lord 5 and now by 
" Titles of Honour,Comfort and Advantage,God . 
fipnified to us to be good rochis Lfracl, to his People : 
truly God us good auto Iſrael. Whar Ifracl was 
men the P/a/miſt :cndived this Pſaim needs :notmuch 
zviry ; after the account I have now. given y0u,; this 
ay be at preſent enough! for aur baſineſs/:« , <> Bt, 02 
| eepreſores a Natioa, it being at that cune a flour | 


ti) ing_ 


(6) 

| ing and potent one, 'whenithis Palm. waspenned) ::(4, 

Wet was a: viſible->Churchunder the Law 1h { ſ 

forth a-viſible Church underithe:Gdolpek!? (5; Jas 
Fgnoifies'a' choſerr peculiar People, 7and>[6 it repreſincs 

the inviſible Church:of God; 1n-alt' thefe' ſenles'ithey, 

.we may. fee that.in the general ; dy Iſrael isto be: under. 

ſtood the Church bf Chriſt; and /now'E ſhall :deolzrt 

God's goodneſs unto Iſract;in>each wt ithele Nacjony, 

.and make appear the” truth 'of this Afertion! in':our 

'Text, that 7raly God is good unto Heaet. 111-17 5) 5 

$e#. TV. The ; ._ Firſt then Iſrael repreſents a:Nation, #t:bemg acthar 
#:ft p#rticuler-time a potent arid: flouriſhing; onezi when thts Pal 
bandedin3- was penned,;and\in this ſenſe of Iſrachas a'Nationydd 


_ t. - each Society, even the remoteſt Nations of the World; 
i repreſent! 4 berally partake:;. I .mean- of this! Relativ: Goodneſs: of 


Gere, 5" God:; if Inanimate Creatures be full of.it,- and # thoſe 
every Nation ; that underſtand'no; furttier: then dende; be wifited 'with 
Ye peculiarrefreſhments, Man {as Man) is'nob forgoticn; 
was /aid under 1 {poke upon'this'Subject the laſt Lord's day,.- and made 
this Heat, fomeremarques upon the-Diſcovery- of the late Horrid 
Plot, :which we do now:upon this. day thankfully cony 
memorate; . I will-not fo faridiftruſt 'your:' memories, 

as to make-a: large repetition. 6f- what I tten! aid, 'but 

give me: leave:;to- mention:;the'heads 'of my diſcours, 

_ that I may.the mare methodically introduce' my. ſelt-to 

what remains behind ; that this truth. then' may-che 

more plainly :appeat, I deſired your attention to : theſe 

_ four. ſubſequent Propoſitions! 7 4:17) [That which apper- 

tains; to/:the necefiary..ſubſiſtenc'-bf every: Nation/isf 

dealt forth unto 'themn by God ;! General :A&s!'of Pro« 

videnc nohe are excluded from, for:the \evil as:welbas 

the good.are warmed by-the kindly» rays:of the greater 
Luminery: and theinfluentes::of: Heaven's! thowers:de 
SAw1rh.n.,s. fend upon thecngjufb as well as;theguſt”!Fhar which BY 
neceſlary. needs -not.much' toyi;-beidg: dealt: tori by / 


- 


(9) 
God fo liberally, as Man ſcarce needs do any thing 
more then receiv : Deus & Natura non deficiunt in ne- 
ceſſariis ;. Every Nation may ſubſiſt by it ſelf without 
the greedy Invaſion - of anothers Right. (2.) God 
dealeth forth unto all People, that which may conduce 
unto their Well-being, by which we may-underſtand 
three things. | (z.) Well-being may be taken for out- 
ward- Afﬀuenc, .and external Proſperity, Plenty, and 
Peace. (2.) As Well-being may be taken for outward 
Proſperity, -Plenty, and Peace; ſo likewiſe for Internal 


' Security, Satisfaction, and Quiet, I mean for Peace of 


Conſcienc; and then there is the Law of Nature, and 
Reaſon, which, Men may live.by, and by ordering 
their Converſations according thereunto they may en- 


joy the Happineſs, and Advantage of an excuſfing Con- Rom. 11. 14, 
:ſcienc, which is the only thing that converts our out- 5 

. ward Comforts into Bleſſings to us.- (3.) Well-being 
> may, be accepted in the moſt proper fenſe for God's 


Goodneſfs,. and we may find that excludes not all means 
from any People of coming unto his Knowledg ; and 
this ſenſe comes neareſt to that of our Text, and veri- 
fies, and makes good the Pſa/miſ's Aſſertion : Truly 
God is good. unto Iſrael. (3.) Another Concluſion that 
proves God's Relativ Goodneſs is communicated to. all 
People, is, the great and extraordinary Atts of Provi- 
denc, wherewith Men ( as ſuch) have been viſited. 
(4.) The laſt Concluſion is an unqueſtionable Proof of 
the Divine Goodneſs. And that is this, That God ne- 
ver diſpeoples, and deſolates any Land or Nation, but tor 
their Iniquity , their Notorious Unthankfulneſs,. and 
their Contemptuous Abuſe of his Mercies. From: all 


- which Concluſions it may be truly Inferred, That Gad's 


Adciy, Relativ Goggpelſs liberally flows down upon all 
People, all the Nations of the Earth (in ſame meaſure) 
plentitully partaking of this his Divine, Communica- 

B tiy 


(10) 
tiv - Goodneſs. For truly God is good tmto ſac). 

$f V-2z- © Secondly, AS Ifrdel was & Nation, and a flourithing, 
racl was « /i- ard potent One, and as ſuch eminently tafted of God's 
f#l:Churchun- Goodneſs, fo likewiſe, it was # viſible Church under 
i” the Law ſhadowing forth a viſible Charch ander the 
forth « Viſible Goſpel, From whence this Propoſition may be naty- 
| poor rally inferred, and concluded ; That- every viſible 
| Charch, and Company of Chriſtians do very eminent- 


ly taſt of the Favour and Goodneſs of God. This may 


be apparent, and evident enough , if we - confider, 
(1.) Fhar thoſe gracious Ats of God's Loving-kind- 
ne formerly recited, which all, and every People did 
communicate in as to their. Being, and welbbeing, 
do all appertain unto /ſrae/ as the viſible Church. 
(z.) Moreover ſuperadd to this, the Vifible Church 
taſts of God's eminent Loving-kindneſs in. a Bleſſed 


Covenant of Peace, that which God entred into with 


obedient Abraham, and his Ele&t Pofterity , is eve 


_ Where recorded as a fignal expreſſion of God's kindneſs, 


Moſes challenges any People to lay a claim to the like 
ſigns and tokens of God's Favor, and Goodnefs, Dear. 


IV. 7,8. For what Natioy is there ſo great, who hath- 
God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things, 


that we call upon bim and for ; what Nation is there 
ſo great that hath Statutes, and Fudgments, ſo Righ- 
reous, as all this Law, which IT ſet before you ths day? 


And by this Priviledg they gained the CharaQer of a. 
Deut. 1V:6. . Beat Nation, a Wiſe, and underſtanding People : The: 


Royal Prophet David, and the reſt of the Inſpired Wri- 
ters-recite it as the Grand Sign, and CharaQeriſtick 
token of God's Love to his People :Thus Chriſt's viſible 


Church are withio.the.encloſure of this Holy Sept, and 
all of that Company: this Covenant of Peace hath a Re- | 


unto. Hence St. Paul makes « great Difference be- 
sween. the Epheſians. in the darker condition of Hen-« 
theniſm, 


UM 


(11) 
theniſm, and the State within the Church, as being 
( before that merciful Reception) Gentiles in the Fleſh, 
who are catled Uncircumcifion by that which is called 
Circumciſion in the Fleſh made with hands; who were 
without Chriſt, being aliens from the Commonwealth 
of /ſrael, and ſtrangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, 
having no hope, and without God in the World. - Fi- 
nally, who were ſometimes afar off, but now in Chriſt 


Jeſus are made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. But now ; 


God's Loving-kindnefs will be evident to'us in a great, 
and excellent Luſtre, as a merciful Shine upon his 
Church, and People, if we' conſider theſe four Particu- 
lars. © (1.) The'Mandates which God honors his viſi- 
| ble Church withal in the Covenant, do plentifully fig- 
nify to us his Loving-kindneſs. Tho there be-too mg- 
ny, whotake a View of God's Precepts with a Sullen, 
Partial, and Prejudiced look, as Bridles, and Checks 

upon their Appetite, who receiv them-upon their 
Necks as a hard Yoke, and upon their Backs as an 
heavy Burthen, yet theſe are too dull, and Melancho- 
ly Reflefions ; For our bleſſed Lord aſcertains ps the 


quite contrary, telling us, that his Yoke is cafie,and his **- Marth. XL. 
Burthen light, and this Truth is owned, and confir- ? 


med by his Beloved Diſciple, that lay #m his Maſter's 
Boſom, and therefore we may upon good ground ſup- 
poſe beſt acquainted with his Mind, St. John I mean, 
who affirms, That none of his. Commandments are 
grievous, tho it be moſt tru, that whatever Precept 


proceeds from God carrys with it an Obligation upon ' Job V- 3: 


the Creature, and he (to whomſoever it comes) is in 
duty bound to Obedienc, yet we may remember, that 
ſometimes God's Preeepts, and the Revelation of his 
Mind to us carrys With. them, that Honor, and Privi- 
ledg which brings peculiar Tana. and enconrage- 
ment. I will not diſpute whether rhe Soveraign Crea- 


B2 tor 


- 


ph.II. 11,12. 
3» | 
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(12) 

tor may not pro /mperio, in the right of his Soveraignty 
bind his Creature to.a Duty, whence..no other Adyan- 
tage ſhall ariſe, but only the yery Duty of Obedience; 
as he might, and. did engage Abraham to,ofler up his 
Son, his only Son, his Beloved Son 1/aac, in whom all 
the Nations of the Earth were to be Bleſſed, and to ex. 
pe& no other Recompenc, to look.tor no other Com. 
penſation, bur tht Reward ,of doing the Duty it ſelf 
and that was his Obedienc; yet I conceiv God's ſetled 
ſtitutions, and eſtabliſhed Appointments do not only 
engage to Service, but propound. Advantage ; and 
thereby allure to Obedienc.. Deut. X. 12, 13. And yow, 
O Iſrael what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, But 


to fear the Lord thy God; to walk in all his ways, and to, 


' lavehim, and toſerue the. Lord thy God, with all thy 
Heart," and with all thy Soul, to keep the Commandments. 
of the Lord, and his Statutes, which T command thee this 
day for thy Good ** Thus in'our Civil Relations, tho aur 
Duty engages us 'to Obedience to 'our Prince from, a: 
Principle of Conſcienc, and out of reped to God's Lay, 
yet we frequently look upon it as a great Honor, - and. 
_ * high Priviledg- to' be employed in his immediat Ser- 
vice. ' "This is'the apparent Differenc between'the Pee. 
remptory Di&ates of the Law of Naturegiven to all.; 
and thoſe which are dealt forth unto the Church "Thoſe, 
come with an Abſolute Intimation of a neceſſary En-. 


gagement from 4 Supream and SevereLegiſlator z Theſe: 


with more Intimations of unqueſtionable Honor .and. 


Priviledg to be ſo enjoyned. Now hereupon, (1.).We 


. may take notice of the manner of Delivery ; the Lay of. 
Nature, or the Moral Commands were pronounced to. 
Zrael with Thunders, and Lightning, attended'yith;an, 
aſtoniſhing Darkneſs, and the: found' of x Trumpet; 
ſtriking all thoſe that approached the "Mount - with. a, 
Terror,anda fearful amazement, penned'in an auſtere,and. 


', com» 


UM| 


(13) / 
commanding Style; Thou ſhalt, and Thou ſhalt-nor; - 
whereas-Gou-ſpeaks unto-his People-under” the!Eyange-: 
ie Difpedanen i # more fact, and famiſiari way, 
whichitmay'be worth our while a littleto' #nimadverr 
pon: '(1.) In a ſerious Exhortation, ' ora paſſionate 
Entreaty, we beſcech, we-pray as in, '2, Cor. v. 20. Zr. 
Now thet we are Embaſſadors for Chriſk,as tho'God did be- 
feeeh you by'us,we pray you in Chriſt s ſeat to be reconciled 
to\God, for he hath made him to be fin for us who knew no: 
fn;that we might be made the RighteonfneſFof God in him.” 
Or els (2;) In-an heavenly Advice, *andar-affettionare. 
Counfelin the Inſtanc of the\Church-of Laodicen, Rew." 
HE: 17.i8. Becauſe thou ſayeſf Tam rich;and encreaſed with 
goods, and haſt need of mnotYing; and knowtt'not that thou- 
art wretched," and- miſerable, aud poor, and blind, and 
mhked:" I connſel thee to'buy of me Gold tryed in the Fire,, 
thit' thoi - mayſ# $8" rich, and 'whits- rayment , that" 
thou” "may Be" clothed ; and that'the ſhame ” of thy 
nkedneſs-40 not appear,” aud anoint" thine"eyes with fe 
#4 Collytium, the Spiritual eyes/abve, that thou mayſt 
ſee.” ( 3:Or hſtly. Y In a kind, and- loving Invitation" 
in the words'of the Holy Jeſus, St:'Marth/XE 28, 29,- 
76; 'Come'nnto mt all you that labour,” and are heavy la-- 
den; ant will giue''you'Reft$ Take" My: yoke upojr you,” + 
ind learn of me, for T am meck,: and lowly in' Heart, and. 
jou” ſhall find Reft unto your Souls,” for my Toke'is' eafte, 
oid-my Burthes # light "This is the pleaſing Diale& ins 
which Chriſt's Precepts are prondunced, (ths /NeW-Cou- 
yenant; this Law of *rhe:Goſpel/delights? not wifi 
thoſe ſharper ſounds, but "tho 't may enjoyn, yet it* 
ſtoops'to a kinder Delivery. : When a Kinp expreſles* 
that-inr a Deſire;+ which- he may do-iwa Commund;it-\. 
is4netitoriouſly. accountedas Lgrait/Rivory andififtie> 
King of KingsMsaps {0 low,/ 14640: deelarei his Migdiins 
the ſame iprecatious way; it may deſervedly chatleng 3 
-from-us the greateſt Reverenc, and oblige us to. em- 
brace . 


1 


JobI. 21. 


edg.(2Ifwe conſider the; fubſlanc of the | 


. 


vices (tho perchance hazardous Enterprizes) do meric 


thanks for being employed in them; yer ſome Precepts 
there 'are which God will diſdaig ſome Mens pertor. 
manc.of ; There is a wicked Generation to whom God 


in the Language of the F/alwift; P/al. L. 16,17, 


What haſt thog to do to declare my Statutes, or that thou 
ſhouldeſt: take- wy Covenant in' thy Mouth; ſeeing thay 
hateſt Inſtreftion, aud caſfteſt my Words behind thee? As 
the dealing forth of Laws to {/rac/is owned, and ac- 
knowledged as a great, and excellent Priviledg ; ſothe 


gracious Revelation of age: gy d6as. 1 ina 
0 


grove Luſtre out-ſhines all before it ; conveying a 
cauty to the very feet of thoſe that are Bearers of ſuch 
happy. News. How beautiful upon the Mountains are 


Rom. X. 15, tbe feet of them that bring good tidings, that preach 
br" roo the Goſpel of Peace, that bring glad tidings of yood 


things, that publiſh Salvation, that ſay unto Zion thy 


Gad- reigneth. Thoſe Cordial Obſervatians , thoſe 


Loving Invitations, and thoſe Commands that reſpett 


nathing more then our Benefit, are all but fo many 


proofs of God's Goodneſs, and our Honor, nay, even 
our ſevereſt Afflitions in fo Righteous a Cauſe, but a 


glorious Piece of Priviledg, and Tri St. Pal. 


accounts it 4 Bleſſed- Gift from God, and ſuch as with 


Holy Fob we ought tothank:God for. Phil. 1. 29, For 


te you it is given in the bebalf of Chriſt, not 
ouly to beleiuy on him , but alfa to ſuffer for his 
ſake. Tho. to; beleiv, and ſuffer, are Precepts which 
carry an Obligation, yet to you it js given, ſignifies 


an high peculiar 'Prer Ong led thereunto; 
the: conlideration of this made St. Ferer, and St. foks 


with 


=Procepts, we 
n. their: Obs, 


wm = — > _O0O = wy === Py a. tw, wy wm a. MF” ©, did Soo TY = a © 
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with the teſt ofthe Apoſtles glory in their ſtripes, 'and- 

iamph in beidg counted worthy to ſutfer ſhothe for his AR. V. 41. 

Name-{2. Thus asthePrecepts of God'sCovenaat,ſo.the ' 
and excellent Ptomiles: of it do moſt eminently | 

Fe God's Goodneſs to his rack, his viſible Churett, 

Thus //rae/ in a Relianc of God's Promiſe: to be theit 

God need not. fear any Enemy, and Chrift's Churelv is. 

heartned on by exceeding great, and precious Promiſes, 

that-by 'thofe they may become partakers: 7s Sig gals 

Bax of-the Divine Nature. A total forgiveneſs of ath * P*t-1. «-. 

' Hin, an happy Reconcilation to an offended Juſtice, Eter- 

Haul Life, and Salvation, do every where offer them 

 Hves in-a _ Gracious: and Beniga Tender unto 

God's Churclr .and: People. (3.) God's Loving-kind- 

nels to his /ſrael, his viſtble Church,is further apparent; . 

athat they. have'a conditional Right to the valuable . . 

Rarities , and Excellencies of the Goſpel, all: being . 

theirs, if they perform the Condition, all rhe Promiſes... 

Chriſt are in him, Yea, and Amea to them, rarified,”. 

ad verified, Chriſt being theirs, who is all in all for-- 

the good of his People. . Forgiveneſs of ſins is theirs, 

£ they ſincerely, and heartily Beleiv, and ſo likewile - 

s'Salvation-: roo, if - they truly , and really Repent. . 

4.and Laſtly.) God's Goodneſs is eminent to his //rael, - 

ts viſible Church, in his graczous Proviſion of Means + 

ficient for the Performanc of the Condition of the 

Covenant- on their Parts, which gives them:a Right 

nd Title to the Promiſes... The Spirituat Armour is-. 

mpenetrable, .and the Weapons of this noble Warfare 

wto be blunted by Oppoſition. The Devil may ſpeedt- 

j7-be uncaſed, and this ſtrong Man difpoſſeſt of his 

Tenure, by right hagdling theſe Powertul Inftruments. 

ere is a glorious Diſpeniation of Light to direc, and | 

« Grace to enable ; and the Covenant is not only-a - 

are Manifeſtation of God's Laws,-but alſo a more => 

ward . 


(rs) 
ward Engravement ' upon the Heart. For this 4 the 
Jer. XKXI:3 3: :. Covenant” that I wil make with the Houſe of- ' Ifrael, 
compared with afttr: thoſe days, ſaith the'Lprd, T7 will puti'my Laws iy 
TIS tbein- Mind ,\'or' inward parts; ant{write themin thei, 
Aarts, and: 1 will be:-to- them a God, and they ſhag 
be:t0 me a People.: From alt which it may be truly | 
deduced ; That the Honor of God's commands, the 
. Jneſtimable Value! of the:Promilſes, the Right: granted, 
and the Grace afforded to: his viſible Church, 'do-moſ 
; | -** = thanifeſtly declare God's High, -Aftiv,; 'and! Relatiy 
Goodneſs to his People, For truly God: is good unto 
Hrael. P47” E320 5 VL BY [234 
—— 5-2 OG will. now confider the firſt part of. the Text, a Ge- 
Uſ: and 4ppli- neral. Propoſition, God is good; and alſo: the firſt par. 
cationef che ticular of the ſecond part thereof, both together, -(that 
preceding PY- is) both God's Goodneſs, andthe Obje&t of this Good- 
fiderationef neſs, -to whom it extends ;-and- this may ſerve-as the | 
Berra Uſes Improvement, nd Application of the praceding 
i good, andche Diſcourſe; Truly , 'God is good unto 7ſracl,. to. his 
me & Brrey Church; in which [ will be very brief, and for the moſt 
Grd zeed — part Of this T ſhall be obliged to a Reverend, Worthy, 
«ro Ifracl., and Great Divine of our own Church, and: Nation: 
ons g's ” And certainly this. is evident to:us by its ownlight to 
whom God hath proved his Goodneſs to Aſtoniſhment, 
by exerciſing it to a Miracle, while heat once wrought 
Prodigies of kindneſs, and Conviction too. For whuch 
we have:only this Proof to add, that God hath been ſo 
plentiful in 'the expreſſions of his Bounty, - that we are 
-weary. of the: mention of them ; and have. ſo: ſarfeited 
on Divine : Goodneſs, . that we nauſeate the Acknow- 
Hedgment. But now if Atheiſm grow againſt Good- 
neſs, and Miracle too, and Menygdo molt deny God, 
whe he gives,greateſt Evidences of this Being, and Pro- 
widenc;-1 know not by what:argument encouraged, 
-afleſs that in the Poet, / i 7 


_ 
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——PaFum quod ſe dum negat, hoc videt Beatum. 
- Becauſe they ſee, they fare beſt, that deny him moſt 


2 


- teaching his Goodneſs to confute his Being ; If they 


lok' upon-the wondrous Reſtittition of God's Service, 
as but a ſhifting the Scene of Worſhip, only another, 
and - more gaudy Draught and Landskip of Religion 
ſhot upon the Stage, and do accordingly eſteem it as an 


* entertaihiment for. their ſenſes only. If they afliſt in 


them-not out of Principle, but meer Indiflerenc unto 

all; It is not halting between God and Baa), this it is 

the Bowing the Knee unto both, which rhey can do 

unto each alike, when either is uppermoſt, and truly 

count them Deities alike I fear. Nay when the only 

Ordinance, 'the Sermon is but as a Prize in the Tem- 

ple : - The Preacher but 

_ Rhetor difturus ad Aram, 

that-comes to do his exerciſe before the Altar in which 

Men are concerned no further uſually,then to hear, and 

jidpe, not to be ſentenced by it, or him. If God doth 

endure-all this, and yet do continue ſtill his Church, 

his Wofſhip, and his other Mercies. Then we may 

well conclude and interr, Truly God is good unto 1/rae!; 

But I will not be this Faſtidious Remembrancer. Theſe 

Arguments may prove his Goodneſs, but certainly theſe 

Qualifications will not continue this his D.vine, Com- 

municativ Goodneſs unto us. The Limitation muſt 

ſuggeſt and declare them unto us, which plainly, and 

clearly acquaints us, who God is thus good unto, even $2. vir. 2, 

unto ſuch as are of a Clean Heart. Truly God is good account ofwhat 

unto [{rael, even uuto juch as are of a Clean Heart, —_— —"— 
© Tt will not be improper-to my Text, as I have now the ſame Texe, 

handled it,nor unſcafonable upon thisDay,that hisSacred 77 Refercne 79 

© Majeſties Declaration hath been read unto you, to {772 12% 

} ; d , Sept. 24. being 
(ſay ſome little matter of the great Deliveranc of our 2+ f-# day , 
f Gracious Prince, and in Him of this Nation too ( we 77 #7552 


claratie Was 


E* * being as, 


Rom. XIII, 
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© being the. /rae/of God in this ſenſe, as it repre. 
© ſenteth a Nation. and Bleſſed be the Lord, for ſome 
© yearsa potent, and flouriſhing One; and may welong 
© continue ſo to be unto the Terrour of our Enemies 
*abroad, and of all undermining Traytors at home, 
* who under the Vizard of Religion contriv Rebellion.) 
* And this Deliveranc was from an horrid, and direfy] 
«* Miſchief, plotted againſt our King by Abſurd, and 
© Netarious Perſons, whom no Obligations of Divine 
© Goodneſs, or Humane Kindneſs, could keep from 
* laying ſuch an abominable Deſign againſt Him, His 
* Deareſt, and only Brother, and all His Loyal Sub- 
* jects that were in the three Kingdoms. I hope all tru 
* Chriſtians ofthis Land have before this time offered 


©* to Heaven their perſonal, and hearty Thankſgivings 


© in their ſecret Retirements tor Prayer, and Praile, 
*and it is fit we ſhould offer ſome more open Teſtimony 
©and Acknowledgment, I dare not doubt, but thar 
© your Spirits are overjoyed with the Feeling, and Re- 
© fletion of fo great a Deliveranc. Give therefore your 
© Hearts, and Paſſions ſome eaſe by an Eruption of this 
© ;zoyfull Exclamation, and now ſenſible Truth, That 

© Truly God is good unto our {/rae/; It is evident unto. 
*thoſe that conſider the great TranſaQions of our King- 
* dom for about Twenty years laſt paſt, That Zng/and 
* never flouriſhed in greater Splendor, and Plenty, then 
* under the Reign of this preſentPrince ; and poſſibly had 
© a Perſonof otherParts,and Principles ruled in our Age, 
* our Condition had been much worſe then now{Praiſed 
©*be God) it is. Never could any Nation upon the 
* higheſt Probability promiſe themſelves greater Felici- 
*ty, then under His Government, if the People of this 
*Land be not wanting to themſelves. Never was there 
* a greater Afſuranc of the Truth of that place of Holy 


"*Writ, that tells us, The The Powers that be are ordained, 


* of 


(18) 
* of ordered, of God, then under our prefent Govern: 
«ment. If we confider His Gracious Majeſties many 
© Deliverarices from the Scaffold of his Pious Father, of 

.<ever Bleſſed Memory, unto his own Coronation, and 
© from thence unto this Day ; Our preſent Prince may 
* Experimentally repeat 8 great part of St. Pau/'s ſut- 
* ferings, 2 Cor. XI. 26. In journeyings often, in Perils 
© of Waters, in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by mine own 
*Countrymen, in Perils in the City; and I may add in 
* Perils in the Country too, ( if this late Curfed Plot had 
f taken effe&) in Perils in the Sea, and in Perils amony 
* falſe Brethren. So that our Prince may ſay in St, Paul's 

 * words, with avery little Variation,verſ.30. & 31.0f that 

8 X.Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle unto the Corinthians, 

« if muſt needs Glory, Twill Glory of the things which cox- 
@ rery my Deliverances, the God, and Father of our Lord 

' *Teſus Chriſt knoweth, that I lye not; I have a plenti- 
4 ty] Subj to treat upon, but becauſe there is a Par- 
«ticular Day appointed for the Commemoration of this 
* Mercy,I will not now ſay much more, but reſerve my. 
« ſelf ll then for further Enlargement. I muſt not there- 

* fore go much further out of a du regard to the limits, 
*and proportions of time allowed me ; and if I ſhould 
- * now enlarge concerning our Princes Sufferings, and 

*Deliverancts.; poſſibly fome will tell me, that they 
# know the conſiderable Paſſages of his Life as well as 
© my ſelf (they having been tranſated within the com- 
*paſs of tnoſt of your Memories:) Indeed I may truly 
lay, That our Prince hath'beeii' the Darling of Hea- 
t' ven, and poſſibly che greateſt Inftane'sf its Proteion 

*fince the Reign of chat King, who-was a Maa after 
* God's own Heart. And I amenclined to believ that 
* when Poſterity ſhall record the Tranſa&ions of his 
* Reign, they. will either ſuppoſe rhem the Ingen.ous 
* fancies ofa Roman:, or believ him'to have been one 

C 2 * whom 


(20) 
© whom rhe Providenc of Heaven hath culled out of the 
<*yaſt Race 'of Reaſonable Beings, to be an Example of 
« what Wonders the Almighty Potentate is able to dif. 
© cover for thoſe that depend upon him,. and'to fignifie 
© how ſolicitous the Great Governour of the Univers is 
« for the ſafety, and ſecurity of thoſe Kings ro whom 
« his Goſpel, and tru Worſhip are as valuable as their 
*Scepters. Theſe kindnefles of Heaven have 'been of 
<late. manifeſted in the Diſcovery. of a Rebellion con- 
© trived by ſuch Perſons; whom no.-Engagemeants, no Ci- 
<yilities, no As of Clemency, no- Indulgencies, no 
©Vows, no Pratexts of Reformation could. diſengage 
© from the moſt miſchievous Attempts upon His Perſon 
© upon His Subjetts,, and upon every [thing that-car b 
© believed -eſtimable by the fincere Worſhippers of the 
© Peaceable, and moſt Holy Jeſus ; And therefore the 
© Higheſt Thankfulneſs ought to be expreſſed both up- 
« on the Account of.our..regard: unto. him, and: te- eur | 
« ſelves likewiſe (if- that Itereſt, be; Dearer't& us:YAlN | 
© our higheſt concernments are centred in' Him, and 
© next unto the kindneſs of Heavetri are indebted to Him 
© for their Settlement, and Duration ;' And His, ' and our 
* Adverfaries ſo believed, becauſe they: would nyſchief 
Fus by His'Ruine. - O'what ground therefore have we 
© to be as.Grateful unto Heaven for this Mercy, -as if 
©;n-our own Perſons we had: been-to be Executed; and 
© to have been the Marks at which their Blunderbuſſes, 
* & Piſtols were:to have been aimed, and levelled. I will 
" _ - © now concluderthis Diſcourſe, and this Time with-One 
f Taterceſſion unto Heaven, 1in-which I hope you' will 
Fall joyn-with me: [ That all Rebellious Spirits, like 
* Sheba, that ſhall enkindle (LhopeI may fay) the dead 
_ © Aſhes of Rebellion,may have his End, and torfeir their 
© Lives that will Adventure ſo much as' to' entertain 


* Rebellious thoughts - againſt the Anointed” of the 
©Lord. | Now 


RY _. 


= 
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- Now before I .conclude, it will nat-be:Improper to grain ag 
My Text, as I have,now handled-1t, : nor unſeaſonable whar was ſaid 
{ becauſe our Duty)-upon this Publique;! and- Solſemn #2e=Sept- 976. 
Day of 'Thankſgiving, to-.fay:fomewhatof-'the Great of Publick —_ 
Dehveranc of our Gracious Soveraign, . and th Him of SelemnThani/- 
this Kingdom too ( We being-the 7+4e/'of God, not 519% 3% 
only as that Word repreſenteth a Nation, but-#lſo as it Jaration was 
ſignifieth a Viſible: Church” under the Goſpel, being as 939in re09: 
pute, and defecate a Church as to its Dodtreme,” atid Dif- 

cipline, as any in the known:Worldy andiptay we God 

that it may long to ſueceeding Generations: eontinue {o 

to be, and that He. would. preſervHer, {6 to: remain 

againſt thoſe malicious'Enemies, that have of late: wis- 

kedly defigned to deface wes goa bes prices Her 

Arity. - All Rebels uſe Religiotods-a Pted for: Rebel- 

lion, and none pretend-more to:keep up the-Face?, and 

Notion.df 7 ae/ asa Viſible: Churchjthen they; '>Reliph 

Mnis the Higheftz1and [DrareſtiConddrnimont-in-/this 

World, butit*feens » deflruciviMechodb for Men tb 

ſecure their [Salvgtion byduch w Wah obs!God! trathy de- 
dared;will damin their: Souts, and ſuth'is rHe-Wyy of 

Reliſtanc , Rom; ME,  Wheſoever itherefore:'fefiſterl 

thy, Romer j.re/o ber :2heQuidinazc. of Gvp,''and thiy hut 

rhiſt-gball - neceint avty Zhemfeld}. Damnation." "No Per- 
bostake:up: Army in Defenc of: Religton, that haveitty 

ſenſe of: it; upon: their: Spirits. Religion is a.meek, 

bumble, modeſt Principle, and fubmiſf unto Govern- 

ment.,.Jt; inſtruQs, and ' prepares «Men to:dy, rather 
then'to-refiſt Lawful: Authority. ;- And were there any 
wamixtiZeal for:Religion in: this Plea;. car we believ 

the moſt Debauched wicked Perſons, ſhould be ſo- much 

concerned for| Religion ;. bub it's clear, and evident, it 

knot 10gruth Rc)igion ſuch Perſons are ſo- much eon- 

corned an .buta;Toleration of all Religions, - That'is, 

\Thax they; imayrprofels any, or. indeed like -- 

g erents - 
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* Ferents in France, ot ſome Hobbiſts ih Zuglard rither, 


__- have no ſenſe, of Religion at all, which anſwers the 


Purpoſe:of;; the Atheiſt chat denyeth a God, as mueh ag 
.of our, Diſſenters,GrSeparatiſts,which is not at all for the 
Credie, Glory, and Reputation of that Religion, which 
hath any thing of Sincerity or Truth in it (even ofthe 
Truth: as it is in Jefus..) :So that whatſoever the Pleas, 
. and Excuſes of ſuch Menare, itis a proad, imperious, 
unpeaceable,- and implacable Tetnper, which diſorders 
Sablqus Settlements, and throws from the heads the 
Crowns, and caſts out of the hands the Scepters of My. 
narchs , and Guvernors. + After this Introduction give 
me. leav to offer:fome few Inferences for Practice, 
which -tnay', have;a reſpe&-unto that Dangerous, and 
Damnable Plot, -whoſe / ow « ronng and are upon 
this Day Solemaly, and thankfully ro Commemorate, 
and. R ber...,.(1.) Canfider how hazardous, and 
Acſtructiv che. Diverſities,andDifferences of Opinions in 
_ Refjgion;are unto!the: Truth of that Doctrine, which 

have now handled from this of -/fraeZ, and this Nation 
being 'a Viſible Church, and kow diſadvanrageous, pre- 


vated, end Poriliegs ſactiOpiniohs, and EO 
uNta the Publique Tranquillicy, Safcrp, and Imereſt 
© Abs Kavgrlom, n Chrikiadiay bs the ſtrongeſt . Defene, 
. - + and {eeureſt Fulcinient of Monarchy both in its Man- 
. dates, and Exerciſe. It enjoyns ſubmiſſion unto every 
ego wer kk Man Eres oe, i St, Pet. W. 13. 
It inftructeth us'to pay: zgations we owe to all 
Perſons in theit: Fae. x7; ties Rom. XI. 7: Rewder 
therefore unto all their Dues, (Tribute. to whom Tribnte is 
due, Cuſtom unto whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Ht- 
nor unto whom Honor. It commands OQbedienc ro our 
. Governors in /all lawful, and honeſt Matters, 'and ipe- 
_tiently to Jay down our Lives-rather'thed'te Rebel; 
andthe Holy Inſtitutor of our excelknt Religion yy 
13h the 


—_ 
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the greateſt Inſtance ofthis Dorin,and lived,asHe com- 
manded His Diſciples,and Followers. Tha He was Son G6: 
Heir to the King ot Kings and could command morethen 
s If twelv Legions of Angels unto hisAſſiſtancyyet-ble looked 
e } not upon Himlſelf,as the Emperor's Comperitorgnar laid 
i Bl Heany claim to the Roman Throne. His Empire was not 
© 
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from Below, but from Above, and therefore He would 

not engage His Diſciples in his Detenc, as He declares 
, EE unto the Roman Preſident, when He was brought as a 
S IE Criminal before his Tribunal, St, Fobn X VUL. 36. Jeſus 
& Bl anſwered, My Kingdom 25 not of this World ; If my 
- Wl [ingdom were of ths. World, then would my Servants 
feht, that I ſhould not be deltvered unto the Jews, but 
ww is my Kingdom not ' hence, This is the proper, 
and genuia Temper of our Religion ; Under the feve- 
reſt Torments of che Heathen Governors, no Diſciple 
of the Meek and Holy Jeſus ever died as a Traytor :. 
Tho their Force was conſiderable, yet after the Exam- 
ple of their Gracious Maſter, they ſuffered: with the 
lame Meekneſs, as did the Lamb ot God, that came to- 
take away the ſins of the World. (2z.) Conſider how 
hazardous, and deſtructiv a violent, exceſliv,. over- 
teated Zeal is, tho it be for that, which is Deareſt unto 
ws, whatſoever ſecret murmurings , or private repi- - 
ungs might underhand-influenc ſome powerful Perſons: 
among us, who underſtand how to abuſe the Paſſions 
of the Mobile ; yet this is very apparent, that the firſt 
ſeen Opportunities or Startings o theſe late Miſeries, 
and Plots ( which have hazarded the Safety of our 
Prince, and threatned the Deſtruction of the Monar- 
chy ) were founded in a warm Paſſion againſt the Po- 
aſh Intereſt, and for the Security of our Proteſtant 
Principles. The Popiſh Confederacy was firſt deſigned, 
thoſe Purpoſes, and Contrivances excited; and awa- 
kene d the Suſpitions, and Jealouſfies of all inquiſitiv, 
honeſt,. 


—— £: vw" oO iN tmy'I3 flu is fie & 


— 


WT GY 


= N- 
OO ww 


CS 
, 


ent at. alt; 


3G 24 ) 
honſt; and ſober Perſons, And the Reſpect, and Re: 
art Men had"'to-+ their  Soveraign , and their efts- 
bltfhed: Profeſſion, raiſed their: Zeal" into ſo great 7 
Fervor,” nnd Heat, - asforebodeda General Deſtra@ion! 
and becanie gre *errible/tand dreadful ther 'the miſ. 
chiefs it deſigned to avert, and to fecure usfrom. There 
is 'nothing' ſo-deſtruRiv 25 Zeal, when it.imperiouſly 
governs,- and* overtops 'the Conſultations of Reaſon, 
and beats down'theArguments'vf Religion; And upon 
this Account, -it i$to' frequently known, that Perfons 
who enter -upon deſigns ' with a-warm Pretenc of Con- 
ſciencunawares fall into Seditions againſt the Civil Go- 
vernment ; and are ufually. immediat]y obliged beyond 
- the Innoceney -'of their firſt Intentions. Nay, fofar 
engaged/ many-times, that they cannot retire, or come 
back with any Credit, or Reputation, but muſt either 
vvetcome,' or be beaten. Let us then have an eſpecial 
rears concerning our Zeal, that we do not err, and 
take': that-for: Cozleftial Fire; which is a Flame, that 
comes fron below, 'and'is no'higherthen the Earth, or 
rather beneath that, trom the Bottomleſs Pit. An Holy, 
and 'Devout Zeal will engage us to a greater affetion 
for our-Religion,.then, for our-lives. Suchia Zeal will 
keep us within: the limits of:our Duty, to-our Neigh- 
bor ; and Brother upon'Earth:,” eſpecially our Rulers, 
and Governors, whatever propoſal- of profit ſhould 
_ us'tothe contrary. To _— Dominions, and 
ſpeak evil of Dignities in St. Fades Phraſe, werſ.$ of 
that Epiſtle; .and to form _ and conſpiracies 
againſt the'Government is a 'Zeal-hke the Wiſdom, that 


" tk Nw ED TY PS, 7 : < © 
" \ 
4 "> F: 
E 


deſcends, which is not from Above, but is earthly, ſen- 
ſual, and.deviliſh, for where envy, and ſtrife is, there 
Is «xgmzgroiax, confuſion, that is ,. Tumult,, and Un- 
quietneſs. St. Fam. III: 15, 16. (3.) Let antecedent In- 
ſtances, and Examples, and the Obſervarions, and Re- 
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membrances of former times inſtruct us to ſet a Guard 
upon our felvs; 'and be cautious againſt any ſeeming 
BY ſings, or rempring motions of a Rebellious Temper, 
C cho masked with the fpecious Vizard of Religion ; Se- 
6 dition like ſome other Crimes hath fome ſeemingly in- 
y ſenſible, | and almoſt- unſeen Springs, but when thoſe 
Motiohs'are cheriſhed , they quickly grow into the 
1 Power, and ability of doing Miſchiet, It is as-facil a 
+ B thing to ſtop thy ſelf im the Deſcent of a Prxcipice, 
+ when thou art in the middle thereof, as to ſtop thy ſelf, 
> when thon haſt made anentranc, and haſt for ſome ſea- 
| fon been hurried on in the” ways of wickedneſs ; Owne 
r i hem 5g vitinw ſtetit ; When men give way to any 
> uncomely, and Unhandſome-Action ; they may under- 

r ſtand at what placethey enter ; but can never tell when 

| they ſhall come toan End; When their feet go down to Prov.v, x. 
] 

; 
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Death, they canmmor ſtay themſelos till their ſteps take 
hold of Hell ; when men undertake any wicked Enter- 
« prize, who can fathom the” concluſion of their deſigns ; 
and who can pierce into thedepth of their Machinati- 
ons ? 'If we ſhould make a ſearch into. the Records of 
fotmer Ages, we ſhall find, that the differences that 
 wrouphe the deſolating Bartels, that were fought be- 
; tweth Greece and A4/a,; Ceſar and Pompey , Auguſtus 
| and 4»:hdny, did in the beginning Spring trom ſlight, 
| and riot!valuable Cauſes, But our own Knowledg, and 
f ſad Remembranc hath largly, and therelore ſuffic.ently 
) convinced us', how hazardous, and perillous it is to 
: yietd unto that we fhould not, tho never ſo Inconſide- 
rable. What wasthe ground, and cauſe of our latedire- 

ful Catamities ( the. moſt aſtoniſhing , and amazin 
Mutation, and Confuſion the World ever belield, fince 
the moſt ' dotorons Paſſion! of the Holy , and ever Blef- 
fed Nay 'Was'it not entred apon by Multitudes who 
never defigtted it, and-effected the Overthrow of thar 
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/26:) 
which both Parties pretendedly did endeavour to ſecure 
from > Was it not brought about by yielding to, and 
cheriſhing the Phanatique Freaks of the UN THINK- t 
ING MANY ? Whereby is tranſmitted to Sateſmen, fi 
and Governors of Kingdoms this'Rule of Policy and In. t 
ſtruction; [ That there is no Hazard or Peril ſo ſmall, f 
and inconſiderable in its beginning, but Connivanc may 
render it terrible, and ſighting of it make unconque- 
rable.] But to return from whence we may have a- httle 
ſeemingly digreſſed ; I Queſtion not but ſeveral Perſons 
have loſt their lives upon the account of ſeditious Plots, 
who in the beginning thereof did as highly deteſt, and 
abhor the ſuſpicions thereof ; as the moſt Loyal Perſons 
alive. Thus I doubt not but it was 1n the late Horrid 
Conſpiracy, the Diſcovery whereot with grateful Hearts 
we this Day make a Solemn Commemoration. Let 
theſe few Inſtances I have produced make us Cautious, 
and wary, not to lend an Ear, or hearken unto'any Jea- 
louſies concerning our Sovereign, and His Monarchy, 
nor toattend with Delight, while others make malicious 
Reports upon the- one, or the other. Such as can 
with Pleaſure- hearken to-Reproaches caſt upon the 
King or Monarchy, will ſuddenly believ Him not ca- 
pable to Govern His SubjeRs. (4. And laſtly) Let. me 
defire you to offer your devout, and hearty Gratitude, 
and Thanks to the Majeſty of Heaven, for his gracious 
ProteQtion over our Soveraign, and implore his Merc 

for a Continuanc of the ſame Defenc, And aſſuredly if 
ever we had ground to offer qur Laud, and Thanks to 
the Lord of Heaven, for any Mercy, we ought for this, 
which is ſo compleat and terming a Bleſſing, that it ex- 
tends to all our Intereſts here upon Earth, If we eſteem 
our excellent Way of Worſhip,our Eſt ates,or the Safety 
of our Perſons, the Publick.Tranquillity, and the Con- 
tinuanc of our Monarchy, we have cauſe to Praiſe _ 
| Lor 
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Lord for. this Deliveranc ; Who is able without tren- 
bling to.1magine the Canfuſtons we had beheld at this 
time, had this Conſpiracy been compleated? Whocan 
tell by what Chara&er they would have diſtinguiſhed 
their Party from their Foes 2 Certainly, the Clergy had 
fuffered . moſt , for it is ſtrongly believed by ſome, 
thar there was not ''one' Miniſter that wore a 
Black” Gown ;” but he thould have been knockt'og 
the* Head), as one 'popiſhly* affected ; Praiſed be that 
Good God who rideth 'upon the Clouds, and ſmiles at, 
and difappoints the Machinations, and Contrivances 
of ſuch Rebellious, Spirits, Certainly ,* the Ninth 
September will be recorded in the Annals of Time, 
YhRoMd WebHept a aiverſary Gratulation, as 
well as*che Fifth of November, or the Twenty Ninth 
May, and may deſervedly be. accounted as great a De- 
liverane' as the Former, 5.'atid as. valuable a Bleſſing 
25 the Latter, it 'beins*8\fecond Reſtauration of His 
moſt excellent Maxſty to His -own Happineſs, and 
Glory, . as well as uhto the Comfart, and Joy of His 
Subjedts, whom God long continu, and preſery among(t 
is, 'unto which I' hope! all good Chriſtians, - and'Loyal 
Subjects wiſl heartily, and loudly Gay, Amen. - 
Conſider what hath been faid , and the Lord give 
you underſtanding in. all things. | -- - ,,-_ .. 
* Now then, unto God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the'Holy Ghoſt, be given of evexy one of us, .and 
by this whole Kingdom, . all Honor, Glory, . Power, 
Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, ' and Dominion. (particularly 
for the valuable Mercy of this Day) from hencforth, 
and for evermore,” Amer, 'and Ames. | | 


The End. 
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